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Happy New Year and Happy 150th Canada!  We 
look forward to celebrating this monumental year 
with our Canadian friends and neighbors.  

 

In honor of the close relationship between our two 
countries, U.S. Embassy Ottawa will present two ex-
hibitions and a photographic essay at the National 
Capital Commissionôs 150 International Pavilion, 50 
Sussex Drive, from February 1 to February 19.  The 
displays will showcase the historic relationship be-
tween our countries, the lives of Indigenous peoples, 
and U.S.-Canada cooperation on Arctic issues. The 
exhibits highlight intriguing stories involving our 
countries and emphasize the important cultural con-
nections we share.   

 

The Embassy is also pleased to feature ñNorth is 
Freedom: The Legacy of the Underground Railroad,ò 
a photographic essay by Canadian photographer 
Yuri Dojc that celebrates the descendants of free-
dom-seekers who escaped slavery in the United 
States and built new lives in Canada.  

 

The International Pavilion, open to the public, will 
host an array of events including panel discussions, 
film screenings, and a musical performance. Click 
here for schedule of events in Ottawa.  The exhibi-
tion will travel to other locations in Canada through-
out 2017.  Stay tuned for updates! 

 

https://ca.usembassy.gov/u-s-exhibits-celebrate-150-years-friendship-canada/


Gregory Francis, 2013 Youth Ambassador, named to Prime Ministerôs Youth Council 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Gregory Francis of Kingsclear First Nation in New Brunswick (middle row 
right), who was selected to the exclusive Youth Council this fall.  Gregory is a student at the Uni-
versity of New Brunswick.  He has earned a reputation as a positive role model for First Nations 
youth and as a facilitator of youth engagement.  For more on Greg see THE DAILY GLEANER 

(Fredericton, NB) October 11, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

MP Matt DeCourcey, IVLP 2016, named Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs effective January 30. 

Matt was elected in October 2015 as a Member of Par-
liament for the riding of Fredericton, New Brunswick. 
Previously, Matt worked for former MP and Cabinet Min-
ister Andy Scott and former Labrador MP and Metis 
leader Todd Russell.  In 2016, Matt participated in the 
ñIdentity Politics in the United Statesò IVLP. 

Spotlight on Alumni 

https://edaves.wordpress.com/portfolio/meet-the-two-new-brunswickers-on-the-pms-youth-council/
https://edaves.wordpress.com/portfolio/meet-the-two-new-brunswickers-on-the-pms-youth-council/


and Vice-Chancellor of Carleton University and President of the Fulbright Canada board of direc-
tors; Philip Glass; Dr. Michael Hawes, Executive Director of Fulbright Canada; and Cameron Mac-
Kay, Director General of Trade Sectors at Global Affairs Canada and member of the Fulbright Can-
ada board of directors.  (Photo courtesy of the Glenn Gould Foundation.) 

 Fulbright alumnus Philip Glass, receives Glenn Gould Prize 

Laura Lynes, IVLP alumna, presented in 
Marrakech, Morocco, at the 2016 UN-
FCCC Convention of the Parties 
(COP22). Laura led a team of experts 
who addressed the global audience 
about best practices in building trusting 
partnerships with indigenous communi-
ties. Her presentation focused on a pilot 
project of The Rockies Institute ï Build-
ing Resilience and Adaptation in the 
Kainai First Nation ï that was supported 
by a  grant from the U.S. Consulate in 
Calgary. The Rockies Institute,  founded 
by Laura, is a new charitable organiza-
tion in Canada that seeks to create 
awareness in businesses (especially 
small and medium-sized enterprises) and 
vulnerable communities about the risks 
and opportunities related to climate 
change. 

The U.S. Mission to Canada honored 
Fulbright alumnus and preeminent 
American composer Philip Glass on 
November 26, 2016, when he received 
the Glenn Gould Prize for his contribu-
tions to music.  Maestro Glass studied 
in Paris as a Fulbright grantee in the 
1960s.  The Toronto-based Glenn 
Gould Foundation chose him as the 11

th
 

recipient of the Glenn Gould Prize.   

Pictured at the reception in honor of 
Maestro Glass are (left to right) Kay 
Mayfield, Minister-Counselor for Public 
Affairs of the U.S. Mission to Canada 
and member of the Fulbright Canada 
board of directors; Brian Levine, Execu-
tive Director of the Glenn Gould Foun-
dation; Dr. Roseann Runte, President  

Laura Lynes, IVLP 2014, presents at COP22 

http://rockiesinstitute.com/


Annie Proulx Luncheon 

Groups of alumni in Ottawa, Montreal, 
Quebec City, and Calgary gathered in 
the Embassy and respective Consu-
lates for a digital video conference with 
two curators from the Smithsonian who 
work on the preservation of Indigenous 
languages.  The event produced an in-
sightful discussion of best practices and  
problems in how to keep these lan-
guages alive.  For those who missed 
the event, you can watch it here . 

Ottawa 

 

On September 30, 2016, sev-
eral alumni joined Annie 
Proulx at the Residence of 
Ambassador and Mrs. Hey-
man for a lunch in honor of the 
Pulitzer Prizeïwinning author.  
Left to right: George Ander-
son (Harvard Fellow); Annie 
Proulx; Brian Crowley (PIP,) 
Managing Director of the Mac-
donald-Laurier Institute; and 
Anne Dance (PIP) and Direc-
tor of PIP.   

Smithsonian Curators DVC 

News from Around Canada 


